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From

Colonel K J Knutton
Commandant

This year has been a terrifically important one for the ACF - and for Staffordshire and West Midlands (North Sector) ACF in particular.

As you are all aware, 2010 was the 150th anniversary of the cadet movement and many of you have taken part in the various festivities that have taken place all over the country to celebrate this fantastic milestone in our history. The major event for the county, was the cathedral parade in Lichfield - a great day for everyone. Later in the year, many of us were present in London when the Cadet Forces bands marched down the Mall, with the salute being taken by Prince Charles. Following that, many of our adults were then invited to a garden party at Buckingham Palace and many a new hat was bought that day!

Whilst all this has been going on, normal business has carried on as usual with cadets from the county travelling to Lesotho in Africa, Camp Argonaut in Canada, to Bisley and other training camps all over the country, to take part in competitions or training of some kind. 

Our training achievements have continued to build. B Company’s achievements cannot go without mention, winning the Brigade Military Skills Competition, achieving runners up in Brigade Orienteering and both of the individual winners too. Well done! APC passes continue to rise and participation in the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award and BTEC are also increasing. 

Annual Camp at Wathgill proved to be the highlight of the training year, with everyone rising to the challenges given to them - and in true ACF spirit, achieving from the experience that is Annual Camp. I look forward to camp 2011, at Okehampton, over the period 30 July – 6 August - the planning for which is well underway. 

So we must look forward to next year. 2011 will be a challenge for us all. I would not be telling the truth, if I said anything else. However, we are well placed to be funded and supported for next year and hopefully, thanks to the hard work of all our adult volunteers, we will emerge even stronger at the end of it.
And finally, I would like to take this opportunity to wish you and all your families a Happy and Peaceful Christmas - and a Prosperous and Healthy New Year.

