A CHRISTMAS MESSAGE FOR 2011
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From

Colonel KJ Knutton
Commandant

As 2011 draws to a close, we must reflect on what has been achieved in the past year and look forward to what our hopes and aspirations are for the coming year. 

2011 has been a super year for Staffordshire and West Midlands North, as we have succeeded in every area of training and also in many competitions. We have gained more passes at APC, more people have been involved in both the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme and BTEC - whilst shooting at all levels, is vastly improved. The county has also had success, particularly in athletics and cross country. Together with all of this, we have even consolidated our core training – well done everyone!

Once again, cadets have been involved in training overseas in Canada and France, all of them returning with excellent reports. Our training centre on Cannock Chase has this year undergone a great transformation, with the support of both the RFCA and our own ‘Friends’ organisation -  new windows, heating and various other  improvements, making the centre more comfortable and usable for us all. Thank you RFCA and the Friends.

Annual camp was a great success. Okehampton turned out to be a nice sunny place and everyone not only achieved at camp, but also enjoyed it. Next year’s training at Warcop in Cumbria over the period 11-18 August 2012, is already planned and the initial visit has been made. This camp will be different, with plenty of field training and shooting. Posters have already been issued, so get you name down quickly - it looks like being a great camp!

The last year has been financially challenging. The CEO, Lt Col Reeve, the QM, Capt Donnelly and I, have all spent a lot of our time juggling with budgets and accounts, to ensure that we have the funds and resources to carry out our training. We are now in a stronger position to go forward into 2012 and with the help of the Friends, led by our Honorary Colonel Col Graham Stow CBE DL. 

2012 will be THE year for Staffordshire and West Midlands ACF and everything is in place to make us strong and well supported. The County certainly has much new kit and vehicles, so do take advantage of the opportunities that will present themselves. Put your name down for that course, put your name down for that weekend – and go on that visit. Your participation will ensure it is a success and who knows if you will get the chance again, so seize it now.

Finally, I would like to thank everyone for their hard work in making 2011 such a great year - and to wish all of you and your families, a very happy Christmas and a happy, healthy and prosperous New Year.  
